IRONSIDE STATE SCHOOL

Our Vision: Ironside State School is a learner-centred community
committed to excellence in education.

A Message from the Principal:

Dear Parents

VISIT BY AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR

It is so important for our students to be surrounded by good models who
encourage reading. To all our parents who read to their children on a
daily basis — well done - the love of reading is a wonderful gift to give to
your children.

Students in Years 4, 5 and 7 were most fortunate on Tuesday to meet
the very charismatic and entertaining author, Jackie French. Please
read the article about her in the Newsletter written by School Captain,
James Riseley.

YEAR 6 CAMP

Best wishes to our Year 6 students and teachers who are enjoying

themselves at Camp Goodenough via Bilambil in northern New South

Wales. I've been in contact with the teachers and | understand that the
@ children are relishing the chance to enjoy the glorious weather with

outdoor activities.

® IRONSIDE STUDENT WINS TRIP TO THE OLYMPICS!

@ Congratulation to Year 6 student, Sakurako Kobayasahi who has won
the McDonald's Champion Kids Competition and has been selected as
one of five Australian children to attend the Olympics in Beijing.
Sakurako will be accompanied by her mother.

ANZAC DAY

As usual we will be conducting an ANZAC service this week. Children
are very interested in learning about the importance of ANZAC Day and
| encourage parents to take their children to a local service or to watch
one on television so our children can learn more about the sacrifices
that were made by our servicemen and women.

CELEBRATING STATE SCHOOLING

Schools from Brishane West are pooling their efforts to showcase the
qualities of State Education. A special Western Schools Expo will be
held at the Toowong Academy of Maths, Science and Technology on
Wednesday 28th May from 4.30 pm. Some of our students will perform
in musical items with students from local schools. This expo may be of
interest to all parents — including those who have children in Prep and
Kindergarten. The local secondary schools — Indooroopilly, Corinda
and the Academy will showcase their particular strengths and all
schools will man booths to show parents the various programs and
learning opportunities available to our students. Please mark the date
and time in your diary!

P&C

Parents are reminded that our next P&C meeting will be on Tuesday
29th April. One of the items to be discussed is the enhancement of the
Ironside Street entrance. Please come along and contribute your ideas.

Patricia Neate, Principal

INTERNATIONAL BREAKFAST

Date: Friday 30th May

Time: 7.30 am - 8.40 am

Cost: Vouchers will be presold in May (dates and the cost will be
advertised in the school Newsletter)

Come along and taste food from:

Korea, Japan, Lebanon, Indonesia, Switzerland, Germany, France,
Slovakia, Australia, Indigenous Australia, Brazil, South Africa, China,
Chile, Malaysia, India and Thailand.

If your country is not represented and you would like to participate,
please contact Deputy Principal, Mrs Janice Ruddick-McGrath.
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC NEWS

WESTCENT MUSIC CAMP Congratulations to the Year 5,6 and 7
students who have been selected to participate in the 2008 WestCent
Music Camps. All medical forms and payment must be returned to
Ironside by Friday 9th May.

JUNIOR BAND WORKSHOP The Junior Band workshop will be held
on Thursday 1st May commencing at 11.00 am which is after the Year 5
students return from the Cross Country event at Robertson Park.

2009 PREP ENROLMENTS

An information session for parents and carers will be held in the school
hall on Wednesday 11th June commencing at 6.30 pm with light
refreshments. At this session, you will be given the opportunity to make
an appointment in Term 3 to enrol your child /children in Prep for 2009.
If you are unable to attend the session, please contact the main office
on 3258 3111 as from Thursday 12th June to make an appointment to
meet with Deputy Principal, Mrs Janice Ruddick-McGrath.

ACTIVE SCHOOL TRAVEL

Commencing on Friday 2nd May for Term 2, | will be collecting class
data on the number of students who walk to and from school, ride a
bicycle, car pool or catch a bus. | have invited students to choose a title
for the Friday collection day. All entries to be left at the main office by
next Wednesday morning.

Janice Ruddick-McGrath, Deputy Principal

School Crossing Supervisor

Currently we are recruiting for a School Crossing Supervisor. Until this
position is filled there will be occasions when the Swann Road Crossing
will not be manned. Please give consideration to this position.

SCHOOL CROSSING SUPERVISOR
VACANCY
A casual position exists for a School
Crossing Supervisor at Ironside State School.
4 1/2 hours on a roster system,
3 days per week
Applications available from the Main Office
Applications close 30/04/08

Language & Literacy Support
Training News...

Thank you for the fantastic response to our Language
and Literacy Support Training program. We are
currently at capacity for our first workshop of the year
and as a result we may look at running further
sessions later on in the year. Please contact me at rwage2@eq.edu.au
or on 3258 3111 if you have any further queries.
Richenda Wagener




LOST PROPERTY

The lost property continues to grow at the school as the colder weather
creeps in. Can | ask all parents and students to make sure their items of
clothing are clearly named so that we can get them back to a class.

| have a couple of pairs of student glasses that have been handed in
over the last couple of weeks. If you are missing some please inquire at
the front counter.

CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING

This week was our last week of training before the competition next
Thursday. Thank you to all those students and parents who have turned
up for a run on Tuesday Mornings.

UNSW COMPETITION 2008

As in previous years, this year, Ironside State School will participate in
the UNSW Competitions involving Computers, Science, Maths and
English for Years 4-7.

Direct links are made to all curricula in Australia ensuring relevant
questions and topics. These tests also provide an opportunity for
schools, students and parents to gain valuable experience in answering
real questions under exam conditions

In previous years the take up rate has been close to 98% with parents
appreciating the external nature and feedback the test provide.

Each exam costs the student $7.00 and this cost will be added to the
students term invoice.

Every student who participates in these tests receives a detailed
diagnostic paper and online reports (mylCAS) measuring their progress
from previous years and a UNSW Certificate acknowledging their level
of achievement.
Important Dates:

Thursday 29th May Science Test

Tuesday 29th July Maths Test
Tuesday 12th August English Test
Wednesday 27th August ~ Computer Test

Adam Knights, Deputy Principal

BRISBANE STATE HIGH SCHOOL
Homestay families required for International students arriving early

July 2008
Requirements
. Caring English speaking environment
o Individual furnished bedroom
) All meals
. Access to Internet preferred
. Easy access to BSHS (public transport)
. Minimum 6 months placement preferred
. All family members over 18 yrs must hold a current Blue
Suitability Card from Commission of Children and Young
People

Payment of $200 per week for homestay includes assistance with
English homework and inclusion in a supportive family
environment.

For further information please contact;
Denise McKay
International Student Coordinator
Brishane State High School
Ph: 3291 4118

Louise Trusler
Homestay Coordinator
Brishane State High School
Email: louisetrusler@internode.on.net

Jackie French Visit...

On Tuesday, the 22nd of April, Jackie French, renowned Australian
author, came to Ironside and met with the Year 4's, 5's, and 7's (The
Year 6's were at camp!) to enlighten us about her books. All the stu-
dents would agree that she delivered her speech with impeccable wit, in
which she told us of her many adventures. Although Jackie was being
very funny (teaching us how to speak Wombat, Goat, and Kangaroo!),
there was a more serious side to her talk. She told stories of her hard
road to becoming a writer, and even though she was a horrid speller, it
came true with her ideas.

She showed us that it takes more than just spelling to become a writer
—you need ideas. As well as teaching us about her ersatz life, she gave
us strategies to use for reading, writing, and listening. Any student who
listened to Mrs. French’s talk would agree it helped their writing, but
also showed them that it is possible for anyone to express themselves
artistically. James Riseley 7A

Join the Walk Safely to School
Day...

The Walk Safely to School Day is held across Australia on Friday 2nd
May and we want you to participate!

The day is an annual, national event when parents and primary school
children are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school.

On 2nd May, parents who usually drive to school could try parking the
car at least 10 minutes away and walking with their child to school.

Of course, safety is all important so please remember that young
children, especially those under 10, need to be closely supervised when
walking to school.

Parents and carers should always hold a child's hand when near, or
crossing, any road.

Let's get behind this community event and promote road safety, health,
public transport and the environment — 2008 is the Year of Physical
Activity!

Regular walking makes you feel better, is great for the environment,
and reduces traffic congestion around the school. Plus it's fun.

For more information, visit www.walk.com.au

Does your child struggle with...
Reading - Writing - Spelling - Concentration - Memory
Social Skills - Coordination
The good news is that all of these symptoms can be improved.
Dore is an exercise-based program that helps children and adults to
overcome symptoms commonly associated with AD/HD,
Dyslexia, Dyspraxia and Aspergers Syndrome.
This will be held on Wednesday 7t May at Ironside State School, in
the School Hall at 7.00 pm —9.00 pm.
To receive your complimentary tickets call 1300 55 77 11.

Shop News...

Homebake roster: Need volunteer for 1st Thursday of the month, 2
volunteers for the 2nd Wednesday, 1 volunteer for the 3rd Monday.
Parents please do not order iceblocks on Tuckshop bags. Food and drinks
only. Years 1-7 iceblocks can be bought over the counter at lunchtime.

Tuckshop Roster - Term 2

Mon 28/04 Amanda Teo, Maria Clark, Melissa Morrison

Tue 29/04 Lisa Thomas, Shoba Rooney, Theresa Stolz, Mahshid
Wed 30/04 Susan Gibson, Carolyn Biddle, Marie Lee See

Thu 01/05 Caroline Hines, Mandy Peden, Sidonie Wood

Children’s Self Defence Classes
Will be held in the Music Room on Tuesday afternoons k
from 3.10 pm until 4.10 pm. The first lesson is free and
you can join anytime. For more information please phone [
3266 2666. =

Homebake Roster - Term 2

Mon 28/04 Anne Riachi, Angela Smith
Tue 29/04 Linda Tonge, Theresa Stolz
Wed 30/04 Need 2 x volunteer

Thu 01/05 Trisha Meehan







